'08-30-05 08:53AM F ROM-MERCHANT & COULD P.C 206-342-6201 T-227 P. 005/014 F-151 

App. No. 09/788,329 

Amendment Dated: August 30, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of July IS, 2005 

Amendments to the Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended): A computer-implemented method for routing messages for 
a device, comprising: 

providing a plurality of prioritized providers, wherein each provider is associated 
with a message type; 

receiving a message; 

routing the message to the plurality of prioritized provider s^ wherein the provider 
with the first h i ghest priority receives the message first until at least one provider TonngmVno 
message typo associat e d with th e m es sage? ; 

routing the message to the provider with the second highest priority when the 
provider with the first highest priority rejects the message; 

associating the message with at least one of the plurality of prioritized providers 
when the at least one of the plurality of prioritized jp roviders recognizes the message type; and 

informing an application associated with the provider that the message is waiting. 

2. (Previously presented): The method of Claim 1, further comprisingf 
waiting for the application to request the message; 

formatting the message to the requirements of the application; and 
delivering the message to the application. 

3. (Previously presented): The method of Claim 2, wherein associating the message 
with a provider, further comprises: 

providing the message to a provider based on a priority level; and 
determining if the prioritized provider is associated with the message. 

4. (Previously presented): The method of Claim 3 S wherein the provider has a unique 
priority level, 

5. (Previously presented): The method of Claim 4, wherein determining if the 
prioritized provider is associated with the message, further comprises: 
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receiving a response from the prioritized provider indicating if the prioritized 
provider is associated with the message; and 

associating the message with the prioritized provider if the received response 
indicates that the prioritized provider is associated with the message. 

6. (Original): The method of Claim 5, wherein associating the message with the 
prioritized provider if the received response indicates that the prioritized provider is associated 
with the message, further comprises storing the message in a location associated with the 
prioritized provider. 

7. (Currently amended): A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions for routing messages, comprising: 

receiving a message having a message type indicated by a character sequence in 



prioritized provider recognizes the character sequence m e ssage type , wherein an application 
associated with the firs t prioritized provider is informed that the message is waiting; and 

routing the message to a second prioritized provider when the firs t prioritized 
provider does not recognize the character sequence. m e$$ag e typ e : and 

8. (Currently amended): The computer-readable medium of Claim 7, wherein 
associating the message with the first prioritized provider further includes further comprising: 



9. (Currently amended): The computer-readable medium of Claim 8, wherein 
formatting the message to the requirements of the application further comprises: 




routing the message to a first prioritized provider from a list of prioritized 



providers; 



associating the message with the first prioritized provider when the first 



waiting for the application to request the message; 

formatting the message to the requirements of the application; and 

delivering the message to the application. 
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providing access to the message to the first prioritized provider associated with 
the requesting application; and 

the first prioritized provider associated with the requesting application formatting 
the message to the requirements of the application. 

1 0. (Previously presented): The computer-readable medium of Claim 8, wherein 
associating the message with a provider, further comprises: 

prioritizing the list of providers based on a priority level; and 
providing access to the message to each of the prioritized providers in order of 
priority until the message has been associated. 

1 1 . (Original) The computer-readable medium of Claim 1 0, wherein each of the set of 
providers has a unique priority level. 

12. (Previously presented) The computer-readable medium of Claim 1 1 ? wherein 
providing access to the message to each of the prioritized providers in order of priority until the 
message has been associated, further comprises: 

receiving a response from the highest level prioritized provider indicating if the 
prioritized provider is associated with the message; and 

associating the message with the highest level prioritized provider if the received 
response indicates that the prioritized provider is associated with the message. 

13. (Previously Presented) The computer-readable medium of Claim 12, wherein 
associating the message with the prioritized provider if the received response indicates that the 
prioritized provider is associated with the message, further comprises storing the message in a 
location associated with the prioritized provider. 

14. (Currently amended) A system for routing messages, comprising: 
a processor and a computer-readable medium; 

an operating environment stored on the computer-readable medium and executing 
on the processor; 
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a communication connection device operating under the control of the operating 
environment; and 

a routing device operating under the control of the operating environment and 
operative to perform actions, including: 

receiving a message having a provider indicator : 

routing the message until at least one provider recognizes the provider indicator, 
wherein the message is routed according to a priority level of the provider, wherein the provider 
having the first highest level of priority receives the message first, and wherein the message is 
routed to a provider havinp a second highest level of priority when the provider having the first 
highest level of priority does not recognize the provider indicator th e m e ssag e: 

associating the message with at least one provider when the at least one provider 
recognizes the provider indicator message ; 

delivering the message to an application associated with the at least one provider 
when the at least one provider recognizes the provider indicator m e ssag e. 

1 5. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 14, wherein the routing device is 
further operative to perform actions, including: 

waiting for the application to request the message; and 
formatting the message for the application. 

16. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 1 5, wherein associating the message 
with a provider, further comprises: 

providing the message to a provider based on a priority level; and 
determining if the prioritized provider is associated with the message. 

17. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 16, wherein determining if the 
prioritized provider is associated with the message, further comprises: 

receiving a response from the prioritized provider indicating if the prioritized 
provider is associated with the message; and 

associating the message with the prioritized provider if the received response 
indicates that the prioritized provider is associated with the message. 
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1 8. (Original) The system of Claim 17, wherein associating the message with the 
prioritized provider if the received response indicates that the prioritized provider is associated 
with the message, further comprises storing the message in a location associated with the 
prioritized provider. 

19. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 1 8, wherein formatting the message 
for the application further comprises: 

providing access to the message to the provider associated with the requesting 
application; and 

the provider associated with the requesting application formatting the message to 
the requirements of the application. 

20. (New) A computer-implemented method for routing messages for a device, 
comprising: 

providing a plurality or providers, wherein each provider is associated with a 
message type and at least one application; 

prioritizing the plurality of providers, wherein the plurality of providers are 
prioritized from a high priority to a low priority; 

receiving at least one message including a provider character sequence; 

routing the at least one message to the prioritized plurality of providers until one 
of the plurality of providers recognizes the provider character sequence, wherein the message is 
routed to each of the providers in order of priority; 

indicating that the message is recognized; 

associating the recognized message with the recognizing provider; 
requesting, by the at least one application, delivery of the message; 
associating the request with the recognizing provider; 
formatting the message for the application; and 
delivering the formatted message to the application- 
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